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the villages of the country, large and small, intend-
ing not to leave a cabin of the Savages in which we
did not present ourselves, and say and do whatever
was necessary to carry out God’s plans for his Elect.
For this object, four Fathers were appointed,— two
to go in one direction, two in another,—who, after
having traveled over their districts, retrace their
steps to water what they have sown. Their chief
care is to have their eyes upon the children, the old,
and the sick, without neglecting the instruction of
the others. We have every reason to believe that
God has received much satisfaction from this prac-
tice; and our consciences are, in short, thereby at
peace, and assured that nothing is neglected that can
now be done for his glory and for his service in these
countries. These Missions, from Easter until Ascen-
sion day, have given us 28 baptized, of whom several
have gone to Heaven, as we judge from the [g95] good-
ness and mercy of God. But I do not less value the
impression and disposition that have been left in the
minds and hearts of all those of the country,— which
in due time, as we hope, will subserve the designs
of divine Providence and will give us fruits when we
shall least expect them.

Among others baptized by the Fathers appointed
to the Missions, were eleven prisoners of war, out of
twelve that were brought into the country toward the
end of the month of May of this present year. It
was not without difficulty and hard work that they
succeeded in this undertaking, on account of the hin-
drances that are encountered in the baptisms of such
persons, as we have more fully stated in chapter s5;
but it must be acknowledged that there is nothing
that charity will not conquer.



